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Following the United States’ entry in the war in 1941, an enormous effort by the American people 

produced everything that was needed by the 16 million Americans in uniform and their Allied partners. 
Although the United States entered the war last, most historians agree that World War II was won just 

as much by the American home front as it was on the battlefi eld. Everything and everyone became part 
of the war effort; it was the American way.

American industry provided almost two-thirds of all the Allied military equipment produced during 
the war. The United States produced over 96,000 military and naval aircraft in the peak year of 1944, 
exceeding the combined totals for Germany, Japan, and Britain. 

The people of Routt County did their part as well. They 
participated in a wide range of volunteer efforts, War 
Loan Drives, and followed government-managed rationing 
and price controls. Doctors and nurses taught First Aid 
classes, volunteers searched the sky for enemy aircrafts, 
and farmers and ranchers produced victory gardens. 

There was a feeling of agreement that the sacrifi ces were 
for the good of the nation. Children eagerly participated 
in scrap metal and paper drives. They also endured the 
anxiety created by school air raid drills, terrifying newsreels 
and photographs, and the trauma of “daddy’s departure.”

More than 16 million American men and a half 
million women served in the armed forces during 
the war. Eleven million of those troops served in 
the Army. Representing 14 percent of the troops 
overseas, the infantry bore the brunt of the fi ghting 
and losses on the ground—seven out of ten troops 
suffered casualties.

On December 7, 1941, the United States entered World War II. The country’s 
entry caused vast changes in virtually every aspect of American life. With as many 
as 60 million lives lost (the majority of them civilians), World War II is the largest 
and most deadly confl ict in history.
Unforeseen changes to our work force, social justice, and advancement in 

technology were also results of the war. Today, 80 years later, the end of an era is 
upon us. Our living memory is being lost and the world that war created is rapidly 
disappearing. We are losing our World War II veterans at a rate of about 348 per day. 
Of the 16 million who served, fewer than 500,000 were still alive as of September 
2018, according to the Department of Veteran Affairs.

END OF AN ERA AN ERA

HOME FRONT

“All we had was K-Rations, 
no fresh food or nothing, 

for a whole year.” 

Aldis Klumker, 421st Quartermaster, 
111th Infantry Regiment

“All we had was K-Rations, 

“I never used a fox hole, I just got to where I thought
 I was never coming back again.” 

- Aldis Klumker, 421st Quartermaster, 111th Infantry Regiment 
(Toponas & Steamboat Springs resident 1920-2002)

THIS EXHIBIT HONORS THE MEN AND WOMEN FROM ROUTT 
COUNTY WHO SERVED DURING WORLD WAR II.

“As we continue to say goodbye to the Greatest Generation, the World War II veterans, 
it is increasingly important to share their stories and honor their legacy.

 It is the legacy they have imparted to us that adds value to our lives and 
our ability to support our modern soldier.”  

- Nancy B. Kramer, President Elect, Tenth Mountain Division Foundation

THE SECOND WORLD WAR
World War II lasted from 1939 until 1945, involved most 

of the major countries of the world, and affected nearly 
every part of the globe. Spurred by unresolved confl icts 
from World War I, the Second World War proved even more 
devastating. The offi cial start of the war was sparked by the 
German invasion of Poland in 1939. It was fought between 
the Axis Powers (Germany, Japan, and Italy) and the Allies 
(Britain, France, the United States, and the Soviet Union 
among others).

In June 1944, British and American forces launched the 
D-Day Invasion, landing in German-occupied France via 
the coast of Normandy. The German army was forced to 
retreat and the Allied Forces captured the German capital 
of Berlin. Germany surrendered in May 1945.

Meanwhile, fi ghting continued in the Pacifi c throughout 
1944 and 1945. Allies began heavy bombing campaigns 
against major Japanese cities, including Tokyo. This process 
continued through the summer of 1945 until fi nally, in 
early August, the United States dropped two atomic bombs 
on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Stunned by the 
unexpected devastation, Japan surrendered a few days 
later, signaling the end of the war.

LETTERS HOME
One out of every fi ve American families 

had one or more members serving in the 
military during World War II. There was 
an enormous stress on families. With a 
population of approximately 10,600 in 
Routt County, roughly 1,000 men and 
women left to serve in the war — and 
37 were killed in action.

“You didn’t know if he 
was going to come home 
or not. I just prayed and 

wrote to him.”
- Annabeth Lockhart, wife of 

Steamboat Springs WWII 
veteran, Lloyd Lockhart

“I would get letters from home, and 
my folks were going without sugar. My 
dad was a traveling man, and he was 
rationing gas and tires. Yet he was 
perfectly willing to make sacrifi ces; 

everybody was back here.” 
- Roy Struble, 102nd Infantry Division medic 

(Steamboat Springs resident 1949-2012)

“Only 1,800 people lived here.... 
Everyone was infl uenced by the war.”

- Annabeth Lockhart, wife of Steamboat Springs 
WWII veteran, Lloyd Lockhart

Boy Scouts collect waste paper for the war effort, 1944   Tread of Pioneers Museum photograph collection

Major Edgar Dorr visits his brother’s grave, 1945.  
Corporal Michael Dorr is buried at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery in Holland.

10th Mountain Division troops training at Camp Hale, Colorado, circa 1943
Tread of Pioneers Museum photograph collection

10TH 
MOUNTAIN 
DIVISION

The original 10th Mountain Division was formed in November 1941. It was 
the only U.S. military unit since the Civil War to be recruited by a civilian entity, 
the National Ski Patrol. The division trained at Camp Swift Texas and Camp 
Hale, near Leadville, Colorado (about 2.5 hours from Steamboat Springs). 
The troops trained until January 1945, when they were dispatched to help in 
the stalled offensive in the Italian Apennines.

With a strong ski history, accessible mountain terrain, and a community of 
outdoor-loving individuals, Steamboat Springs was home, or became home, to 
over two dozen 10th Mountain Division veterans. The community has greatly 
benefi ted from the talents, passions, skills, and knowledge of these veterans. 

Gordon Wren, Marvin Elkins, and Roger Butler returned home to Steamboat 
Springs after the war. Other veterans including Rudi and Karl Schnackenberg, 
Paul Stettner, Bill Bowes, and Crosby Perry-Smith moved to town after the 

war. These veterans, and others, 
have made lasting impacts on the 
local ski industry and community 
by serving on committees, spear-
heading clubs, and contributing 
to the Steamboat Springs Win-
ter Sports Club and the annual 
Winter Carnival. 

 “PEOPLE TODAY 
THINK THIS ALL COMES 

FOR NOTHING. 
FREEDOM ISN’T FREE.”

Lloyd Lockhart, Third Army 
radio corpsman (lifelong 

Steamboat Springs resident)

Having just survived the Great Depression, 
World War II provided an honorable escape 
from their hometowns for many young men and 
women. There were some who chose not to 
return home to Routt County. The county 
was determined to be prepared for those who 
returned, or new arrivals. From 1944 through 
1945, religious, paternal, fraternal, social and business groups, and clubs 
throughout Steamboat Springs met regularly to discuss postwar plans on 
welcoming veterans, placing them in jobs, providing assistance for home 
loans, and more.

POSTWAR

GIs of the 5th Airborne hoist the American fl ag 
over Atsugi Airfi eld, YANK Army Weekly, 1945

Soldiers with skis
Troops at Camp Hale, Colorado, circa 1943

Russian and U.S. soldiers join arms in triumph, 1945
Photo courtesy: Buck Buckland

Birkett family, circa 1945 
Charles, WWI Navy; Eunice, WWII Waves; 
Maurice, WWII Navy

“THERE ARE A LOT OF THINGS IN WAR ONE CAN’T FORGET, 
        A LOT OF HARDSHIPS AND SOME GOOD TIMES.” 

          - Roy Struble, 102nd Infantry Division medic (Steamboat Springs resident 1949-2012)

American soldiers take a break at Adolf Hitler’s Bavarian mountain retreat. Photograph by Sgt. Eugene Kamerman for YANK Army Weekly, June 22, 1945
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MARVIN ELKINS 
1916-1995

Elkins served in the 10th Mountain Division, 
Company L, 3rd Battalion, 87th Infantry 
Regiment. Prior to his military service, Elkins 
was a Nordic skiing competitor. He attended the 
1932 Olympic Trials in cross-country skiing, held 
at Howelsen Hill.

Following his 27 months in service, Elkins served as the supervisor 
at Howelsen Hill and as a ski jumping judge. He worked for the Yampa 
Valley Electric Association from 1945 to 1969. As town mayor, Elkins 
played an important role in the creation of Steamboat Lake State Park 
and the development of the Yampa Valley Regional Airport in Hayden, 
and he worked to obtain the historic railroad depot for the city.

GORDON WREN
1919-1999

As a soldier with the 10th Mountain 
Division, Wren trained paratroopers 
stationed at the front lines. Wren came 
home to Steamboat Springs in 1945 and 
resumed an impressive individual skiing 
career, including participation in the 1948 
Olympics. He established some of the most accomplished junior 
skiing programs in the West. During a span of 22 years, Wren served 
as director and manager at several ski areas, including Howelsen 
Hill, Loveland Basin, Jackson Hole, and Steamboat. In 1958, Wren 
was inducted into the U.S. National Ski Hall of Fame, followed by 
the Colorado Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame in 1978.

DON BROOKSHIRE
1927-1997

Brookshire enlisted in the Navy on 
December 12, 1943 where he served on 
the U.S.S. Thetis Bay, an escort aircraft 
carrier. He was discharged as Second 
Class Yeoman in 1946. Brookshire moved 
back to the Yampa Valley where he 
remained an ardent community volunteer the rest of his life.

Brookshire served for three terms (10 years) on the Steamboat 
Springs city council. He owned and operated Corner Liquor 
Store for 26 years and at Steamboat Ski & Resort for 20 years. 
Additionally, Brookshire was a member of many local clubs 
and service organizations in the community. In 1984 he helped 
organize the fi rst reunion of the U.S.S. Thetis Bay.

BILL ALLEN 
1922-1998

Allen’s father served in the 
Navy during World War I, and Bill 
followed in his father’s footsteps, 
enlisting in the Navy in 1943.

In 1949, Allen returned home 
to Steamboat Springs to work at 
his father’s store, Allen’s Men’s Wear. He served as city 
council president and volunteered through the Kiwanis 
Club, Masonic Lodge, and Methodist Church. Allen 
worked to encourage growth in town and expand winter 
and summer tourism opportunities.

DON LUFKIN 
1923-2012

Lufkin enlisted in the Navy with a 
friend after the pair decided it would 
be a lot easier to join up than to 
work for their fathers. Lufkin would 
later recall that boot camp was less 
demanding than ranching. Lufkin 
served over two years in the Pacifi c, driving PT (Patrol, 
Torpedo) boats armed with machine guns and torpedoes.

Following his service in World War II, Lufkin returned to 
start a successful 25 year-long real estate career selling 
ranch properties. Lufkin worked to enrich Steamboat 
Springs through extensive philanthropy. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE AMERICAN LEGION, V.F.W., JIM STANKO, 
AND HARRIET FREIBERGER FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE WITH THIS EXHIBIT. 

NOTABLE 
WORLD WAR II 

VETERANS 
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Equipped with skills and discipline, 
returning war veterans had the work 

ethic, leadership training, and resilience 
to operate successful businesses, 
encourage new ideas, and bolster 
community support. These native 

servicemen demonstrate how Steamboat 
Springs was enriched by its returning 

World War II veterans.

ANSWERING THE CALL
By the end of the war in 1945, 50 million 
men between 18 and 45 had registered for 
the draft and 10 million had been inducted 
in the military.

From its fi rst draft call of two men, to as many as 80 
in one month, Routt County supplied roughly 1,000 
service men and women to the war. A local board was 
responsible for selecting soldier eligibility within the 
community’s families and took into account individual 
situations. On December 20, 1945 the Steamboat Pilot
called the Selective Service draft board the “most diffi cult 
and trying of the wartime 
tasks.” Board members 
included Claude Luekens, 
Charles Brennan, Frank 
Dowell, and Jack Stehley, 
with chief clerk Dorothy Todd.

Steamboat Springs’ Lincoln Avenue in the early 1940s.   Tread of Pioneers Museum Photograph collection  

 THANK A VETERAN
HERE’S TO VETERANS WHO ARE STILL GOING STRONG!

MODESTO A. COMPESTINE JR.
Compestine joined the Navy in 1945, just days before his 

graduation from Steamboat Springs High School. Compestine 
served in the Navy on the U.S.S. New York Pacifi c fl eet, as 
a 3rd Class Carpenter Mate. Following the war, he continued 
his service through the Civil Air Patrol during the 1950s. As 
an avid photographer, Compestine meticulously recorded the 
events of the community, the U.S. Forest Service, the City of 
Steamboat Springs, the construction of the Hayden Power Plant, 
and the dragline at the Edna Coal Company. Compestine lives with 
his wife, Doris of 70 years, in Steamboat Springs.

CROSBY PERRY-SMITH
Perry-Smith was a member of the 10th Mountain Division, 86th 

Regiment, 2nd Battalion, in Italy during World War II. Following 
his service, SGT Perry-Smith came to Steamboat Springs to train 
for the national jumping championships in 1946. During his term 
at Western State College, he earner intercollegiate skiing titles and a 
degree in business. From 1951 to 1957, Perry-Smith was a civilian 
technical advisor training Army Special Forces, rangers, and paratroopers in 
mountaineering. He coached grade school and high school students in all four ski disciplines, 
and he managed the swimming pool and Howelsen Hill ski area. Perry-Smith continues to 
live in Steamboat Springs where his daughter, Robin Allen and family, also live.

e

ant,
s with

ers in

Eunice Birkett, 1943
Birkett was the fi rst woman in Routt County to become an enlisted member when 
she was sworn into the WAVES, naval reserves. Birkett received training in the 
aviation machinist’s mate school in 1943.
Photo courtesy: Doris Birkett Compestine

Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service or WAVES, 
1943. Steamboat Springs resident, Eunice Birkett (top left) 
served with the naval reserve for four years.
Photo courtesy: Doris Birkett Compestine
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